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EDITORIAL 

Finally this edition is finished. It has taken ages to get to it, I moved house eight weeks ago 

ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛse how much I would have to do, and as well as that I went back to work. The 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀǘǎΧ ¢ƘŜȅ ƪŜǇǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪΣ ǎƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ L ƘŀǾŜ 

managed to run five wires of electric around the exterior and I am keeping them in. I have 

another acre but because of the wet winter all the fencing contractors were behind so I 

have waited eight weeks for the contractor who has nearly finished the fencing, hopefully 

when the rain stops the mesh will go on the fence, then a shed which is taking ages because 

of Council Planning permits and shed permits. I have managed to get welded pens in the big 

shed and a roller door for access to the paddock. Quite a bit of expense for six goats, but I 

keep telling myself these improvements add value to the property and the fence will keep 

them in. The shows have all finished now but the goats seem very late to cycle so I think it 

will be a late kidding season again. I am always looking for articles for the newsletter, thank 

you to Ian Tyers and Ilana Leeds who have supplied me with articles. Bryony LePoidevin 
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DGSA VICTORIAN BRANCH Inc. 

Website:   www.dgsavic.weebly.com 

20167 Committee 

President& Treasurer        Rick Howard 21 Ellavale Drive, Traralgon Vic. 3844                                                   

Phone (03)5174 8337 Mob.0419 564 701 Email: dgexport@bigpond.net.au 

Vice President                     Trevor Waterston 93 No 1 Road, Nilma Vic 3821  

Phone 0435 283 834 Email: trev2@dcsi.net.au 

Secretary                               Glenis Keays   RMB 868O, Bannnockburn, Vic 3331  

Phone (03)5271 1254   Email:gheringhaven@optusnet.com.au 

Milk Awards Officer /         Bryony LePoidevin 153 Witt Street , Benalla Vic 3672Phone Newsletter 

Editor                Email: tallulahgoats@yahoo.com.au  0408344997 

A.G.W.Vic Correspondent  Rhonda Patton 131 McGlones Rd, Drouin Vic 3818 

 Phone: 0412 698 645 Email: topazpark@hotmail.com 

Publicity Officer Shelley Gatt 93 N0 1 Rd Nilma, Vic, 3821, Phone: 0400 395 608  

Email: purelybichance@yahoo.com.au 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Belinda Appleton  80 Heidi Road, Moriac, Vic 3240 Phone: 0418 573 458 Email:geneall10@gmail.com 

Vicki Wright  219 Tackens Road, Fulham Vic 3851, Phone: (03) 5149 2482 

Derek Taylor  tuellatogg@gmail.com 

Country Publicity Officer Bev Stent RMB 2970 Woodvale via Eaglehawk, Vic 3556  Phone (03) 5446 

9929  

Email:caprinecapers@stentwood.com.au 

R.A.S.V Liaison Officer/ 

 Dairy Doe Of The Year Coordinator- Rick Howard 

CLUB CONTACTS 

Anglo Nubian Society of Australia (A.N.S.A.)Bryony LePoidevin  Phone: 0408344997 

Bendigo District Goat Club Bev Stent 03 54469929 

British Alpine Breeders Group of Aust. Inc IIana Leeds Secretary/Treasurer 0427599090 

Central Highland Goat Club Neil Pearson Phone (03)5423 9288 

Mountain District Goat Club Kristy Stephens  Phone (03)5964 4314 

Yarra Valley Goat Club Bernice Eggleston Phone (03) 5962 4754 

Vic Anglo Nubian Society Inc  Joan Marshall Phone (03) 5435 3284 
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LAPGETTER GOATS IN SWEDEN  

The Sami people traditionally known as Laplanders are an indigenous people inhabiting the 

Arctic region of Sampi which encompasses parts of far northern Norway, Sweden, Finland 

and Kola Peninsula of Russia. They are the most northern indigenous people of Europe. The 

Sami people have lived in the Artic region for thousands of years. Traditionally they were 

fisherman, fur trappers and sheep herders. Their best known  means of livelihood was 

reindeer herding and along with the reindeer they had Lappgetter goats. The Sami were 

originally nomads living in tents during the summer and more sturdy peat huts during 

winters. Today they live in modern housing most live in the north but there are Sami all over 

Sweden. Today for traditional, environmental, cultural and political reasons reindeer 

herding is reserved only for Sami people in some regions of the Nordic countries. 

 

The Lappgetter or Sampi goat are a remnant of a heritage breed of goat from Northern 

Sweden they were discovered as recently in 2001. The breed originates from the goats the 

Sami kept with their reindeer and it is adapted to reindeer grazing grounds. They are not an 

ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ōǊŜŜŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƛȄŜŘ 

with other breeds or purposefully bred to enhance characteristics. Today there are not 

many animals of the genetic breed left. The Swedish government has taken steps to protect 

this rare breed. Local variant as they are part of the history and have evolved characteristics 

ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ƛƴ {ǿŜŘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ 

newborn kids can endure -30 C if they stay dry. They are incredibly good at finding food and 

doƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƴƻǿ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ    

 

The breed when discovered in 2001 

started with 7 breeding animals and in 

2008 there were 65. They have 

adapted to the environment that they 

live in and grow fat on an amazing 

variety of organisms more than just 

plants as they eat lichens and 

mushrooms too which are wild grown 

and not eaten by other domestic 

animals. 
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The Lapgetter goats will graze out on a swamp and they also eat cranberries and sedges, 

they love climbing as well so electric fences need to keep them in. The milk is very good on 

these goats and they grow a very dense winter coat of long outer guard hairs and a very fine 

and luxurious wool like undercoat. They come in a variety of colours from white, grey and 

blacks.  

Gullringstorp Goats in Sweden havea0 recently become a Gene Bank to help protect this 

Swedish Heritage Breed. One of the requirements is that you cannot have any other breed 

of goat on your property only the Lappgetter, this way the genetic pool is protected. Karen 

is the breeder and owner of these goats and also makes lovely natural goat milk soaps from 

their milk.  

Thankyou to Karyn Stegenius from Sweden for sending me the photos and giving me 

information. 

Other information sourced from Wikipedia  
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OFF TO THE ROYAL 1984 
Sent in by Ian Tyers 

The year was 1984. It was the Tuesday morning prior to Judging at the Royal Melbourne Show. I had 

gone to Woodend to take my mother, all manner of goods and chattels needed for a 12 day stay at 

the Royal, 3 of her Saanen milkers, 3 of her Saanen goatlings, 1 of her British Alpine goatlings, my 2 

Toggenburg first kidders and about 8 kids to the Showgrounds. Woodend and Gisborne are both 

much colder than Ascot Vale, so the plan was to get the goats to the Showgrounds prior to lunch to 

allow them time to settle down before the milk test on Wednesday and Judging on Thursday. 

It was a horrible day. Strong wind and pouring rain. Anyway, we managed to load all the goods and 

chattels into the back of my panel van, and then loaded all the goats into the trailer and off we went 

well before lunchtime. 

Everything was going as planned until I noticed something in my right-side mirror as we were 

ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ DŀǇ IƛƭƭΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǿƘŜŜƭΗ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅέΦ ! ǉǳƛŎƪ ǎŎŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ н ƭŀƴŜǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ н ƭŀƴŜǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ 

brought an unpleasant reality to me. There were no other vehicles in sight! Even though the car and 

the single axel trailer were still tracking in a straight line, (not sure how), the wheel disappearing into 

the distance had to be one of ours. I very slowly brought everything to a halt, having to deal with 

some fish tailing as we got slower. Having stopped, I got out of the car into the pouring rain to do a 

quick stocktake of wheels and found that the right-hand wheel on the trailer was missing. Off down 

the road I go to fetch the errant wheel which had thankfully come to rest about 800 metres down 

ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǊƳΩǎ ǿŀȅΦ L Ǌƻƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ 

drenched and getting colder by the minute. Quick inspection showed that the wheel nuts had all 

disappeared, and that the wheel mounting itself had taken a beating from being dragged along the 

road as we stopped. What to do? Mobile phones were uncommon, and neither of us had one at that 

stage. The nearest house was the best part of a kilometre away, but if one of us were to go there 

who would we ring to get us out of our predicament?  

In lieu of any clever thoughts we decided to try to move all the goods and chattels into the front seat 

and put mother and all the goats into the back of the panel van. Much, much easier said than done. 

²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǘǘŜƭǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǎŜŀǘΣ ǇƛƭŜŘ ǎƻ ƘƛƎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ-

hand side window. The rest went into the back of the panel van. Whilst I owned a mesh insert to 

completely separate the front and rear of the paƴŜƭ ǾŀƴΣ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 

planning to put any goats in the back, so only a barrier of about 30 cm between front and back. I 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘǊŀƎ ǘƘŜƳ 

all out into the pouring rain and tie them up along the left-ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 

happy! Even with the goats out I still had to jack up the trailer in order to finally get it separated 

from the panel van. 

For the loading, it was mother in first in order to hold onto as many goats as possible in to stop them 

from simply jumping out again as new goats were loaded. That part went reasonably well, probably 

because the goats would have done nearly anything to get out of the weather. Finally it was time to 

throw the kids into the mix, who up until this time were still safe and dry in a front compartment of 

ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŘƭŀƳ ǎƻƻƴ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻǳǘΦ !ƴȅǿŀȅΣ L ƭŜŦǘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ōŜǎǘ 

she could, slammed the top door of the paƴŜƭ Ǿŀƴ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ 

gingerly set of. 
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Even with the demister running flat out I was having trouble seeing out the front or right hand side 

window due to all the hot breath coming from the back. I had to partially open the right-hand 

window to alleviate this problem, but this only resulted in various goats poking their heads over my 

shoulder to get some fresh air. At different stages, most of the kids tried to leap the divide into my 

lap, so I had to keep on swatting them away with my right hand whilst still driving. Mother said 

ά.ƻǘƘŜǊέ ƻǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ǿƻǊǎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǿƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

as we started encountering stop lights. It seemed to be a case of anything goes in the back every 

time we stopped, and I did end up with a few kids landing on my lap. 

Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǊǾŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǘ ǿŜ ŘǊƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dƻŀǘ tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ Ǿŀƭƛŀƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 

pretty much all of the goats escaped as soon as I opened the top door of the panel van. Thankfully 

most of them stayed in the Goat Pavilion with a few wandering down the stairs to the Sheep 

Pavilion. Thanks to Gloria Baird, making her only Royal Melbourne appearance, and her daughter we 

were able to round up all the does and kids reasonably quickly and were able to get them penned 

before looking for a medicinal beverage or two. This was somewhere between 3 and 4 pm. So much 

for lunchtime and plenty of time for the goats to settle down. 

Milk quantity from all our does was somewhere normal on the Tuesday night, but was well down on 

Wednesday for the milk test. 

Some clouds do have silver linings however. I probably had my most successful Royal coming first 

and second in the Toggenburg first lactation class, and went on to win the then still prestigious 

Thebridge Cup, 2nd in the Best Udder, Champion Toggenburg (not all bad considering that the 

Toggenburg 2 or more lactation class featured 4 Australian Champions), and best milking pair. 

aƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŀǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ Saanen goatlings. One of her 

worst years. 

Despite the success that my two does had, never again do I want to spend an hour driving slowly 

through suburban traffic with various goats breathing heavily into my right ear and/or belching into 

the same ear and my hair. I had to shampoo my hair several times to finally remove the distinct cud 

aroma. 

As for the trailer abandoned on the side of the Calder highway. It was still there the next day and my 

father and a friend somehow managed to get it home and operational again before the end of the 

Show. Nonetheless it was still a very tense drive home. 

    BEST EXHIBIT ROCHESTER SHOW  TALLULAH BELLA 


